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WELCOME PASTOR THADDEUS 

We are pleased to welcome Pastor Thaddeus to our church family, and we hope his 

stay with us will be a long and happy one.  

Many of you may have met Pastor Thaddeus as he has visited our church several 

times and supported some of our ministries.  For those of you who have never met 

him, his resume is amazing.  He is a true “Renaissance Man”, having had 

experience in sales, management, nonprofit development, marketing and public 

relations.  Some of you might remember him as “The Muffin Man” as he served as 

the Director of Marketing and Operations for Luvins Muffins, the nations’s largest 

internet provider of gift muffins.   

Most recently, he has been providing ongoing spiritual support to admitted 

patients in the ER and ICU of  Ellis Hospital.  He also provides spiritual 

guidance to their families, including medical facilities staff members, of a 

variety of faiths and religious belief systems. 

He is also the licensed local pastor for Rensselaer United Methodist Church.  He 

coordinates community outreach programs for the development and nurturing of 

making disciples for the transformation of the world in Rensselaer.  He assists in 

feeding 200+ people every Saturday morning.    

He is the owner of a local television station (Channel 4.3, WZPI Spirit TV          

Albany, NY), a religious TV station that plays Christian music videos that are 

meant to change a person’s atmosphere.   

Thaddeus is enrolled towards the completion of Clinical Pastoral Education     

through ICPT University.  He completed the Local Licensed Pastors School for 

the UMC Upper New York Conference. He has an MBA in Business 

w/Marketing Concentration from SUNY Albany and a BS in Food Science and 

Nutrition from Rutgers University. 

We look forward to Thaddeus’ leadership, inspiration and faith as he serves as 

our Pastor.   

  

 
 



Thank You, Pastor Joyce and Werner 

It is a bittersweet time for North Main as we joyfully welcome Pastor Thaddeus to shepherd the 

congregational “flock” here, because it also means we bid farewell to Pastor Joyce Royal’s sermons on 

Sunday mornings.  For over six years Pastor Joyce has kept our door open through her innovation and 

organization.  For anyone unfamiliar with the “behind the scenes” workings and demands of a one pastor 

church with a smallish congregation, let it be said that she has put out more fires than all the local fire 

departments put together.   

So we would like to say a heartftelt thanks to both Pastor Joyce and “first man” Werner for all they have 

done to keep us able to hear and embrace God’s Word in this place.  It is a well earned “retirement” and I 

say that because I can’t imagine Pastor Joyce ever sitting still.  She has made it clear she can now focus 

on doing just the things she would like to do, instead of everything she’s been expected to do.  It will be 

interesting to see her navigate the decisions of which things that will be.  Speaking from experience, “no” 

is the most powerful word in the English language, which is probably why 2 year olds are obsessed with 

it when they learn it.  It does, however, take a lot of practice, especially when you “retire”.  You have all 

this free time now, so they think.  Good luck and Godspeed Pastor Joyce and First Man Werner. 

 
 

Pictures from Fulton County Youth Day 

Sponsored by the Glove City Coalition 

 Wednesday, July 22nd at Rail Trail Park 
 

 

 

Bible Study 

 

Bible Study centering on the Book of Revelation will begin on Monday, September 14 at 1:15 in the 

Sunday School Room.  Please see Sally Kwak if you would like to join the group or just show up.  

Everyone is welcome for an informal and informative class.   

 



 

Backpack Giveaway 

The 7th Annual Backpack Giveaway was held on August 15th.  Approximately 96 backpacks 

were purchased from grant money given to us from Stewart’s Holiday Match.  Stewarts also 

donated hot dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream for attendees to enjoy .  The congregations of 

North Main, North Bush and Northville donated supplies to fill the backpacks.    

 

 

  Briana getting backpacks ready                              Ron Talbott & Volunteers     Maggie Talbott with James & Nancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Nancy Eagan & Sharon Rogers setting up crafts                  Audra With Saga & Nancy Estes with Abra     



Free Lunch 
 

First let me say that I LOVE doing free lunch as do all our volunteers, otherwise we wouldn’t have been 

here for over fourteen years! Time sure flies! This issue I’d like to give you some idea of what really goes 

into feeding 50-125 people each week.  It would be so easy if we could just show up Monday morning 

and voila! food and supplies were ready and waiting for us to just hand out, but there is more to it than 

that. 

Each month I make a run to BJ’s warehouse to get what I can. I also shop on line from the Regional 

Foodbank at least once a month, which then requires me to meet the delivery truck at Runnings parking 

lot and load it into my car. We then deliver the items to church. Each week requires a quick trip to Price 

Chopper to pick up things like fresh bread and possibly Deli Master to get to-go containers.  

Then the menus have to be planned based on what deals we made foodwise. We give ourselves an hour 

each week of prep time. That means that on food pantry week we are in the kitchen and going at 9am. We 

prepare the meal itself, get to-go bags made up ahead of time, make coffee and make sure the beverage 

and condiment areas are set up.  

Now, between the foodbank and NYS health department, we have lots of rules and regulations to abide 

by. We never know when a rep from one of these agencies will show up to do an inspection so we try to 

stay aware of sanitary situations and procedures. The foodbank also requires us to keep track of the 

temperature in each storage area that we use. Each freezer, fridge and dry storage area has its own 

thermometer and we have to record temps each week.  

There is also a bank account with debit card to make shopping easier and so we have a paper trail of what 

we’re spending and donations we receive. This means bank runs and balancing statements. Also, thanks 

to Joyce, we regularly apply for and receive grants. This allows us to pay for a month of snowplowing 

and part of the utility bills.  

Last but not least, there are always dishes being washed, counters, tables and sinks being cleaned and just 

plain straightening up being done. Someone takes home the dish towels to be washed and bleached and 

someone has to take the garbage home with them since the city won’t pick it up because the church 

doesn’t pay taxes! So now, if you run into any of us who volunteer on Monday, you will understand why 

we look so tired, but happy and grateful to be able to do what we do! Thank you to EVERYONE who 

helps us out in any way! We REALLY do appreciate your help!!!! 

 

WICS 

 

Four members just attended the first planning meeting for the annual Interfaith Tea which will be held on 

Oct. 20th this year. The host church is the Church of the Holy Spirit in Gloversville. Anyone is welcome 

to attend. The entertainment will be the Belltones and the recipient of our donations will be the Captain, 

an organization that supports homeless teens right here in Gloversville. They offer meals, housing, 

laundry and homework help to teens in need. Hope you can attend. It’s always a nice afternoon of 

friendship and fellowship. 

         Nancy Marsh 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

The Fundraising Committee has been hard at work! Currently, we are taking orders for huge beautiful 

mums. Prices are $15 for one or $30 for three mums and we are taking orders until September 9th 

Pick-up is scheduled for September 12th . Call the church office to order! 

 

On October 14th we will be holding our annual Spaghetti Dinner at Plaza’s Italian Bistro. Take- 

out only 4:00-7:00 pm. Tickets will be available soon. Coming up in November will be our McDonald’s 

fundraiser on November 19th . 

         James Medbury 



 

Food Pantry Report - July 

Today’s weather was sunny and very nice.  We had a very good turnout with more people than last few 

months. There was a steady pace of people until closing time.  We had 80 families this month with 12 

new families. We had a total of 73 adults, 31 children and 67 seniors.  Everyone received food and we 

used all that we had prepacked.   

This month we gave out hot dogs, diced chicken, bologna, and butter.  There were eggs this month that 

are always appreciated. The dry bags had the usual canned vegetables and fruit, along with peanut butter, 

muffin mix, soup, elbow macaroni, pork and beans, and noodle mix. We had our usual choices of cold 

cereal and juice. We had mayonnaise or oil for an extra choice. We also had coffee this month that was 

appreciated along with some tea bags. Our “free shelf” had jellies, salad dressings and some coffees. We 

will be restocking before the next month’s pantry. 

Our pet ministry is still doing very well. We had requests for 66 cats and 40 dogs. We will need to 

purchase more for next month.   

Thank you to all those who work so hard to make our pantry a success.  We could never succeed without 

all of your support 

 

Food Pantry Report - August 

Today’s weather was off and on rain but still a good day. We had a steady turnout but less than last 

month.  We had 67 families this month with 7 new families. We had a total of 63 adults, 28 children and 

58 seniors.  Everyone received food and seemed to be pleased with our offerings.  

This month we gave out very nice pork chops, hamburger, cheese and butter.  There were eggs this month 

that are always appreciated. The dry bags had the usual canned vegetables and fruit, along with peanut 

butter, muffin mix, tuna, spaghetti, and noodles. We had our usual choices of cold cereal, shelf stable 

milk, and juice. We had mayonnaise or oil for an extra choice. We also had coffee this month that was 

appreciated along with some tea bags. Our “free shelf” had ketchup, mustard, deodorants, etc. We also 

were donated some miscellaneous sodas which were a first come first serve taking.  We will be restocking 

before the next month’s pantry. 

Our pet ministry is still doing very well. We had requests for 61 cats and 20 dogs. We will need to 

purchase more for next month.   

We had our site visit from the Food Bank on the 21st and can report there were no issues found. We were 

given a good report that was nice to hear. Thank you to all those who work so hard to make our pantry a 

success.  We could never succeed without all of your support. 

Edna Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 



Birthdays 

 
 Bill Rogers – September 7   Marlene Thomson – October 3 

 Sally Kwak – September 8   Carol Johnson – October 3 

 Sara Towne – September 11   Kasey Frederick – October 5 

 Marilyn Cornell – September 22  Mavis Baldwin  - October 7 

 Landon Rajter – September 24   Penna Smith – October 12   

Joyce Royal-Paul – October 24 

       Steven Boyer – October 24 

       Joanne Brown – October 24 

       Stephen Wood – October 27 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Sharon and Bill Rogers – September 2 

Cheryl and Tom Bielli – September 4 

Nancy and Sim Morey – September 10 

Teresia and Eric Davis – September 19 

Sandy and Roger Trevett – October 9 

Valerie and Tom Kevlin – October 14 

Dianne and Jack Sanford – October 27 

 

 

The Rose Bush 

 

Several years ago my husband (Roger) bought me a rose bush for Mother’s Day.  He 

had me pick it out – a lovely pale yellow that turned nearly white.  Beautiful!  It was 

planted by the garage and became one of the rest of the various plants.  This turned out 

to be one of the last five gifts he was able to physically purchase for me. As Roger’s 

health declined and I was going through mental and emotional stress,  I didn’t pay much attention to the 

rose bush.  He was much more important to me.  

 

Late in 2024 I noticed a single rose on the bush.  Seeing it brought tears to my eyes.  Then in March of 

2025 Roger passed away and I kept watch over the rose bush to see if it too had died.  It hadn’t.  Late last 

Fall there were two roses on it – one for him and one for me – both on the same stem.   

 

And so to move on to this year – Spring of 2026.  The rose bush showed no signs of life so I began to 

pray to God that He could and would give it life again and help it to grow.  I cannot tell you how many 

times I prayed that it would live. Finally, on July 4th as I was outside walking my dog, I looked and there 

was a little green shoot coming out of the bush.  God heard my prayers and sent His life-giving gift to this 

little rose bush once again.  Will it have three roses this year to include one for our son?  But if it only has 

one, it will still bring joy to my heart. 

 

I bless the Lord and thank Him more than I thought possible.  All I can say is, if there is something 

special you pray for – don’t give up.  God hears us in all our prayers.  He doesn’t give up on us and we 

shouldn’t ever give up on Him.  Keep praying?   

 

(This poignant story was submitted by Margaret (Peggy) Gray and we thank her for it.  If any of our 

readers would like to share a special story or event, please contact Nancy Marsh or Dorothy Holly.  We 

are always looking for ways to make the newsletter more interesting and inspiring.) 



September 2026  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   Captain’s Meal    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

Communion 

Labor Day 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

      Food Pick up  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

Trustee Mtg 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

1:15 Bible Study 

10:00 Lay 
Servants at 
Wells House 

    

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

Admin Mtg 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

10:00 – 1:00 
Food Pantry 

     Food Pick up  

27 28 29 30    

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

     

October 2026  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

       
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

Communion 

 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

1:15 Bible Study 

 Captain’s Meal    Food Pick up  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

1:15 Bible Study 

 

     

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

10:00 – 1:00 
Food Pantry 

 

10:00 Lay 
Servants at 
Wells House 

    Food Pick up  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10:30 Service 
in Sanctuary 

 

11:00 – 12:30 
Free Lunch 

1:15 Bible Study 

 

        Halloween 



 


