Pastor’s Message: One Table, One Future

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Matthew 21:33-46

This Sunday is World Communion Sunday—a day when Christians around the world gather
around the same table, sharing the same bread and cup, even though we may speak different
languages, live in different countries, worship in different styles, and come from very different
backgrounds.

And that makes this week’s Scriptures especially meaningful.
In Exodus, God gives the Ten Commandments to the people of Israel. At first glance, they may
seem like a list of rules: Don’t worship other gods. Don’t misuse God’s name. Keep the Sabbath.

Honor your parents. Don’t steal, lie, or covet.

But underneath all those commandments is something bigger: God is teaching people how to
live together.

God knows that a community cannot survive if everyone simply does whatever they want. We
need one another. We need boundaries, respect, honesty, forgiveness, and a commitment to
something bigger than ourselves.

Then Jesus tells us the story of the vineyard. The owner sends servants to collect what belongs to
him, but the tenants reject them. Finally, they reject even the owner's son.

It is a story about what happens when people forget that the vineyard does not belong to them.
And perhaps that is something we need to remember today.
The church is God's vineyard. The world is God's vineyard. We are caretakers, not owners.

Sometimes we become so focused on our differences—our traditions, our opinions, our
preferences, our backgrounds—that we forget the One who brought us together in the first place.

World Communion Sunday reminds us that God's table is bigger than our individual
congregation. It stretches across neighborhoods, cities, nations, cultures, and denominations.
Around that table are people we may never meet, yet we are connected through Christ.

And here's the comforting part: we don't have to know exactly what the future holds to walk
into it together.

None of us knows what tomorrow will bring. We don't know what changes are ahead for our
church, our community, our families, or our world. But we don't have to face an unknown future
alone.



We can move forward together.

We can disagree without becoming divided. We can be different without becoming distant. We
can carry different experiences and still share the same table.

Because communion reminds us of something simple and powerful: there is one bread, one
cup, one Christ, and one family of faith.

So as we leave this table this week, perhaps the question isn't, “Do we know exactly where we're
going?”

Maybe the better question is, “Are we willing to go there together?”’
The future may be unknown—Dbut God's presence is not.

And whatever lies ahead, may we walk into it with faith, with compassion, with humility, and
with our hands held together.

One table. One people. One Christ. And a future that we will meet together.
Amen.

-Pastor Thad



