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ISAIAH 2: 1-5

P2 |n the last days the mountain of the Lorp’s temple will be established
as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LoRrD, to the temple of the
God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his
paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LorD from
Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle

disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war anymore. ®> Come, descendants of
Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LoRD.

Romans 13: 11-14

" And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed. '2 The night is nearly over; the
day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of light. '3 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not
in dissension and jealousy. ' Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
flesh.[@

Matthew 24: 36-44

36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son,[@ but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 3% and they knew nothing
about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 4° Two men will be
in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 4' Two women will be
grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come. ** But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept
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watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect him.

THE WORD OF GOD.

Today marks the beginning of the season of Advent, a time of
preparation, a time of going toward the coming again of the Messiah, a
time of great expectation and great anticipation. What are we waiting
for? We could call this the Waiting Room. Are we preparing our hearts
and spirits to receive again the coming of the Christ child into the world?
Or are we preparing for yet another month-long shopping spree and
anxiety ridden times of stress. If we allow ourselves to get caught up in
the consumer Christmas - we can easily find that instead of preparing to
sing "O Holy Night" we will find ourselves living out one holy nightmare or
at least something like that. But the Advent we celebrate in the church -
the one that has nothing at all to do with the number of shopping days
left until Christmas - is altogether different.

Matthew 24:37-44 reinforces the idea that the community must “be
ready.” In this context, to “be ready” is to continue to do what Jesus
taught in the Gospel of Matthew. The community is to prepare for the
final advent less by doing special things and more by living and witnessing
as Jesus instructed. The liturgical season of Advent is an annual reminder
of the importance of faithfully doing what Jesus said.

Matthew’s Gospel uses four examples to underscore the fact that the
community cannot know when the final advent will occur. The first is
from the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37-40). Before the flood, people
carried on with their daily lives — eating, drinking, marrying. But they
knew nothing about future events until, suddenly, “the flood came and
swept them all away.” This is how it will be with coming of the Son of
Man. So Matthew is clear about keeping watch because if we knew the
time, we would be like the people of Noah’s time. Just carrying on with
no plans. Matthew wants us to be prepared through witnessing at all
times. The church sometimes likes to think of itself as an ark. The
sanctuaries of many churches are built intentionally to resemble an ark.
The roof is made to look like the bottom of the ark. Noah’s Ark was a
huge structure. 450 feet long, almost 5 stories tall, 75 feet across. Ours is
not the big but the ark for us Christians, in other words, is the church.
And so, it seems fitting to begin this new church year together with Jesus
comparing the coming of the Son of Man to the days of Noah. To the
world, when Noah was building the ark, it looked like what he was doing



was a complete waste of time and money. The building of his ark was
pointless.

And isn’t that how the church is sometimes viewed. Many people on the
outside think going to church is a waste of time and money? Aren’t there
more worthwhile things on which to spend our money?

When the flood came, that ark no longer looked like a waste of time and
money. It looked like the most important thing ever built. Because it was.
And Noah no longer looked foolish, but very wise. The ark was no longer a
waste of time and money. It was a lifeboat - the only thing between life
and death. The one human-built structure in all the world that survived
the mighty flood sent by God. Just like Noah before us, we who are here
are getting ready for something. This is Advent, a season of preparation.
We are getting ready for something, not a flood, surely. God promised
never again. We are getting ready for Christmas, and that is really what
the Season of Advent is all about. Just as the ark was built by Noah to get
ready for the flood, we are building his church on earth to get ready for
his birth. And so, Jesus invites us to get ready. Build the ark. Build the
church. Go and make disciples. Baptize; teach; worship; pray. Wake
ourselves up to what really matters in this life. It’s not too late. The
flood has not yet arrived. Now, when we think of this need to keep
awake, which is an important theme of Advent, it is important to stay
alert. In the time of Noah, people were arguably living their lives on
cruise control. They were not paying attention to anything but their own
lives, until the flood came and swept them all away. Only Noah was ready
for the flood. Everyone else was caught by surprise. In Paul’s letter to the
Romans he basically says the same thing. Be ready - clothe yourself with
the lord, not all the superficial things that distract us every day. In Isiah
it simply says come the light of the world. Let us walk in that light this
Advent Season.



