
NORTH MAIN SERMON JANUARY 18, 2026 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Isaiah 49:1-7;  1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
It’s hard to ignore a scripture passage that begins, “Listen to me . . . pay 
attention, you peoples!” (Isaiah 49:1). God is definitely trying to get our 
attention! It is clear from this text (and from the world around us) that 
there is plenty of work to be done in the task of building up God’s realm. 
In fact, a quick glance at the newspapers and TV reports could easily 
cause us to be overwhelmed by the magnitude of the task. Yet both the 
Isaiah and 1 Corinthians readings assure us that we are not only called to 
do God’s work, we are well equipped by the very One who has called us. 
Our faithful God strengthens us for the task and has already given us the 
support we need through Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 49:1-7 New International Version (NIV) 

The Servant of the LORD 

49 Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

    and my reward is with my God.” 
5 And now the LORD says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

    and gather Israel to himself, 



for I am[a] honored in the eyes of the LORD 

    and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
7 This is what the LORD says— 

    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— 

to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, 

    to the servant of rulers: 

“Kings will see you and stand up, 

    princes will see and bow down, 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 New International Version (NIV) 

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 

2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 

called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call 

on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving 

4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ 

Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of 

speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our 

testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any 

spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has 

called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+49%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18642a


John 1:29-42 New International Version (NIV) 

John Testifies About Jesus 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I 

meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me 

because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 

came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 

heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, 

but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on 

whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will 

baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s 

Chosen One.”[a] 

John’s Disciples Follow Jesus 

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he 

saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed 

Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do 

you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 

39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with 

him. It was about four in the afternoon. 

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what 

John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did 

was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” 

(that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be 

called Cephas” ( Cee phis)  (which, when translated, is Peter[b]). 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A+29-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26079a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A+29-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26087b


The Sundays after Epiphany are good days to celebrate the ways God is 

revealed to us either through speaking to us, calling to us or giving us 

signs. It’s hard to ignore a scripture passage that begins, “Listen to me . . 

. pay attention, you peoples!” God is definitely trying to get our 

attention! It is clear from this text (and from the world around us) that 

there is plenty of work to be done in the task of building up God’s realm. 

In fact, a quick glance around us these days could easily cause us to be 

overwhelmed by the magnitude of the task. Yet both the Isaiah Text and 

Paul’s letter from 1 Corinthians readings assure us that we are not only 

called to do God’s work, we are well equipped by the very One who has 

called us. We also have a church that has everything it needs to do so.  

Too often, we spend time wishing – wishing we had more people or more 

resources or more volunteers or more activity. But what if, instead, we 

were simply thankful for whom and what we have.  Let’s be thankful for 

the gifts we have, for the people we have, for how they give of 

themselves and their resources and give thanks for the mission and 

witness that we are able to do week by week. Our faithful God 

strengthens us for the task and has already given us the support we need 

through Jesus Christ. God calls us to reach out beyond the close and 

comfortable, to carry God's love and grace to those who have never 

known it. Just as Jesus became the suffering servant and gave himself for 

us, so God calls us to divine service to carry the good news of salvation to 

a lost world. We are supported by one another. We are lifted up and 

rescued by one another.  

John the Baptist gave his testimony concerning Jesus: "This is the Son of 

God". His testimony spoke out of personal experience and his own 

relationship with Jesus. He spoke of firsthand, personal knowledge 

pointing beyond himself to the Messiah. John, quite a popular figure 

himself, was willing to decrease in order that Jesus might increase, even 

to the point of "losing" some of his own disciples. When we have 

something we want to say, almost all of us are willing to give testimony, 

but we usually do not want to lose what we have. John's testimony about 

Jesus was so effective that two of his disciples chose to follow Jesus and 

leave him. One of the two who left was Andrew. Andrew, too, spoke out 

of personal experience, having spent the entire day with Jesus. Andrew 

heard what John said, and he followed Jesus. The Bible says that the first 

thing Andrew did was to go and find his brother Simon and tell him. He 



started at home. Often the greatest test of our spirituality is in the home 

among those who know us best. We have found it is the small everyday 

deeds of ordinary people that keep the darkness at bay. Small acts of 

kindness and love...a phone call, a note, a meal, a card or even a prayer 

shawl. 

We see the phrase “This is what the LORD says” over 350 times in the 

books of prophecy. They were not out there giving the people their own 

ideas. They were speaking God’s words. Prophets reminded the people 

that they were in a Covenant with God and that they should be at peace 

with each other. We would like to think that we can recognize God’s 

messenger by the content of the message, but that’s rarely so. 

Sometimes we find it hard to know if a prophet is true or false? We 

probably will not know, except in retrospect.  

Johns Gospel reading today offers two examples of witnesses. John the 

Baptist was the kind of witness Isaiah's servant was called to be and that 

the psalmist promised to be. He simply and bravely told the crowds what 

he had seen and know to be true. God had promised that John would see 

the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descend on the One God was 

sending. When John saw the dove, he told everyone what had happened 

and pointed out who Jesus was. And he later took his brother to meet 

Jesus. That is what we are called to do also.. take our brothers and 

sisters to meet Jesus. Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. . . . Let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven."  Jesus asks his very first disciples, 

"What are you looking for?" When they give an awkward answer, he invites 

them to "Come and see…Share in the adventure that is before you. God 

calls his people to be more than servants—He calls us to be a light to the 

nations. 

So, as chosen people we have been called, we are confronted with the 
enormous burden that comes with the call: to be a light to the nations, so 

that God’s salvation may reach to the end of the earth. Even to the 
people of Israel, who thought that they only were the chosen nation, God 

makes it clear that salvation is not something to be hoarded selfishly but 
is given only that it may be shared with everyone.  

 



Paul is more aware than anyone else of the glory and responsibility of 
being called by God. At the beginning of his first letter to the Corinthians 

he is convinced beyond any doubt that he is called to be an apostle—to 
bring the good news of God— to the gentiles. He offers them his loving 

greetings because he knows that despite all their faults they are 
sanctified and joined with others as they call on the Name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Throughout the last few weeks we have been looking at John the Baptizer 
from various viewpoints throughout this season of the church, starting 

with Advent and continuing through Epiphany. John the fiery is also John 
the humble. It took huge humility for John—who was sure of his own 

calling—to recognize that he was not the one who would save the people 
of God. John’s call was to point to another. “I told you he was coming,” 

he says in effect to his disciples. “He ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.” 

This is a consistent theme in the Gospel of John: that Jesus has existed 
with God from the beginning. The Baptizer tells his disciples that this 

truth was revealed to him at the baptism of Jesus by the Holy Spirit; that 
the testimony about the role of Jesus came to him from God. This is when 

we need to ask ourselves, can we be the lighthouse. The beacon of God, 
the one who shares god’s light in the world, but humbly remember that 

there is someone else who ranks way above us. We have wondrous 
pictures in this reading of John standing on a hill near the banks of the 

Jordan, flanked by his disciples and telling them, “See the one who is 
passing by? He is the one you should be following, because he is the Lamb 

of God.” And we previously stated,  Two of John’s disciples don’t 
hesitate. They leave John and run after Jesus. Jesus hears them and 

turns. “What are you looking for?” he asks. An interesting question. He 
already knows they are following him. But what are they looking for from 

him? They don’t know yet. They are attracted by what John has told 
them. They show the desire to learn. So, they ask Jesus, “Where are you 

staying?” And Jesus offers them the concise call to those who seek: 
“Come and see.” They must have spent hours asking questions, listening. 

“They remained with him that day,” the gospel writer tells us. 
For one of them at least, Andrew the fisherman, the day resulted in a 

passion for sharing the good news. By four o’clock in the afternoon there 
was no question left in Andrew’s mind that “this is the Messiah, the 



Anointed of God.” He runs to his beloved brother Simon and brings him to 
Jesus also.  

The called becomes the caller. He becomes the light leading his brother 
to the Light of the world. And Jesus immediately calls Simon by his new 

name—Peter. Jesus had already moved to the shores of the sea of 
Galilee, a place much more accessible than the landlocked Nazareth. 

After his public baptism this was the next move to an open ministry that 
welcomed all. He doesn’t choose to live in isolation where the pilgrims 

must travel with great difficulty in order to consult him. Instead, he  
himself goes to the people, making himself available to all. Instead of 

favoring the rich, he favors the poor. Instead of practicing violence 
against the enemies of the people, he urges forgiveness and the strange 

instruction to turn the other cheek. This new kingdom sounds dangerous: 
it threatens the established order; it makes waves where calm is needed; 

It shines the light of God like a lighthouse beacon...It is different…it is 
new…It’s a big change…but this is the meaning of being called: we are 

changed, we are different, we are new…and afterwards we cannot, we 
must not, keep the knowledge to ourselves. We must share it with others 

for the salvation of the world. May the light of Epiphany lead us to the 
glory and the responsibility of being called by God. Come and See, share 

the adventure with others. God invites us to the kingdom of heaven still, 
and those who are called are eager to claim its citizenship and eager to 

share its joys with others. 
 
These accounts of John and the disciples reminds us on this Human 

Relations Day..that it is a special Sunday across our denomination, 

focused on fostering better relationships and supporting community and 

youth outreach. This is the Sunday before Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

birthday also. Today we are reminded of God’s messengers and as we 

said, we would like to think that we can recognize them by the content 

of the message, but that’s rarely so. All too often we judge things 

through our own desires or fears. In our Gospel reading today, we know 

that John the Baptist was the kind of witness Isaiah's servant was called 

to be and that the psalmist promised to be. He simply and bravely told 

the crowds what he had seen and know to be true.  

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. . . . Let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 



Father in heaven. This is a consistent theme in the Gospel of John: that 
Jesus has existed with God from the beginning.  

 
 
 


