North Main Street United Methodist Church
316 North Main Street, Gloversville, New York 12078
“Love Grows Here”
Church Office: 518-725-7323

Email: nmumc1@frontiernet.net

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER
____________________________________________________________________
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

A Fresh Start
January, the beginning of a New Year. A chance for a fresh start. A time to make resolutions about things
we want to change in our life. Unfortunately, all too often we find ourselves making the same resolutions year
after year. Some individuals even become discouraged with the process and give up on making resolutions and
the possibility of change.
To all who are discouraged God offers the assurance that we can indeed begin again. The very presence of
God in the person of Jesus entered into the world. Jesus sacrificed his very life that we might be free from all
we have done wrong; that we might begin again with a clean slate. God’s forgiveness is not earned but merely
requires a desire to turn away from all that is contrary to God’s way of love, and a desire to follow the way of
Jesus. Jesus promises us that we not only are forgiven but that the very presence of God in the person of the
Holy Spirit can dwell within us bringing peace, direction, and strength.
These promises are more then just words, they are the reality that has touched and transformed the life of
countless individuals. A power that has enabled individuals with habits they could not break find the power to
break free. A power that has resulted in the founding of institutions of higher learning, established food
cupboards to feed the hungry, comforted and healed the sick, defeated the power of death with the Good News
of the resurrection.
I hope and pray that each of you will make time in the coming days to seek and experience the power of
God’s presence in your life. To assist you in this task we have a study group that meets each Monday at 1:00
pm and 7:00 pm, prayer group Monday at 7:00 am and Thursday at 7:00 pm, worship services on Wednesday at
7:00 pm and Sunday at 10:30 am. We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each
month at our 10:30 am service.
I look forward to working with you in the coming days as we share our time, talent, and resources to
strengthen one another and reach out to those outside the walls of our church.
Your questions, comments, and concerns are always welcome. You can contact me by phone or text
message at 518-572-4051 or by email at pastor@nmsumc.org.
Shalom,

Pastor David

YOUR PRAYERS ARE CRITICAL
We urgently need your prayers. God’s direction and power is realized in incredible ways when
we gather together for prayer. We need your support of the prayer ministry of North Main
Street United Methodist Church. Please consider being part of our 7:00 am Monday morning
or 7:00 pm Thursday evening prayer group.

NEW BIBLE STUDY
Come join us for a six week study about Peter by Adam Hamilton on Monday at 1 PM or 7
PM starting January 7th. “He left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a passion
that would change the world. That’s one way to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor,
uneducated, quick-tempered, and full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even sound like the same
man. And that’s the point of Simon Peter, a six-week adult Bible study by Adam Hamilton.
Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s extraordinary call. Discover
how you, too, have special gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make a difference
today.

FOOD PANTRY – November
On November 19, 2018 we served a total of 64 families. This figure includes 8
families new to the food pantry. Food was provided for a total of 175 people.
Through this distribution we were able to feed 102 adults, 52 children and 20
seniors. 41 of our members chose to take part in the "Pet Food Ministry." That
mission was able to provide animal food for a total of 90 pets, 36 dogs and 54
cats.
I am pretty sure that this is the highest number of families we have served. I
always like to mention that this would not be possible without the cooperation
of our team. Everyone is always willing to not only to stay on top of their own
task but to step up to help other members when the need arises. They even
broke down their cardboard as they gave out their items. It made it nice for Ron
when he came to get the cardboard out of the pantry. We were missing Dorothy
and James this time, but will be looking forward to their return next month.
Pastor Dave and Joyce were there to help as well. And Bev Bartlett stepped in to distribute the animal food for
Dorothy. We also had our student helper and his dad in on Saturday. They bagged animal food, broke down
cardboard and shelved stock. We are certainly blessed to have them. We had some new helpers in bringing the
food from Gloversville to church on Friday, Joe Benton and Joe Scarpa. Always good to have more strong
arms to help with that heavy load (1700+lbs),
Several members of the team got together on Thursday the 15th to fill "turkey bags" that were decorated by
Dorothy Holly and myself and donated by Hannaford. It was fun and made the distribution itself go more
quickly. In the bags were: nuts, crackers, pickles, stuffing, gravy, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce. spinach,
dried prunes and cherries, asparagus, chocolate pound cake and 20oz package of ground turkey. We put
together 48 of them and they all went. Not everyone needed a filled bag. Some took the turkey, cake and other
items. Everyone seemed happy with the idea of something special for Thanksgiving.

Getting ready for our next "Pantry Day" (December 17th) we had any interested families sign up for a toy
distribution on that day. We were able to get a few boxes of toys which we will be sorting and earmarking for
distribution at that time.
This month we were visited by Thaddeus Pickney a representative of UMCOR, who also is known as the
"Muffin Man" on PBS. He followed us around taping the food pantry in action. We are grateful for his kind
words and donation. He generously donated the "goodwill offering" given to him for speaking at the Bleeker
dinner Friday night at our church to the food pantry. He even helped some of our friends out of the pantry with
their supplies. Thank you Thaddeus! Please come and see us again.
Once more thanks to our congregation for their support to this wonderful mission. During the Thanksgiving
and Christmas holiday season our mission reaches out to the community and within the church to reemphasize that "Love Grows Here."

FOOD PANTRY REPORT – December
On December 17th, 2018 we were able to serve 78 families. That figure includes 11 new families to the food
pantry. Food was provided for a total of 225 people. Through this distribution we were able to feed 131 adults,
72 children and 22 seniors. 60 families chose to take part in the "Pet Food Ministry." That mission provided
animal food for a total of 148 animals, 105 cats and 43 dogs. This was by far our biggest distribution. This was
probably due to the festive Christmas buffet put on by "Free Lunch" program next door. Our families raved
about what a wonderful event it was.
We were in full holiday mode today. We all worked a little harder as we were down 3 on our team. Bev and
Marilyn were helping at other holiday functions and Vickie was ill. We were blessed, though, as Pastor Dave
and James did double duty and all went well. We had bags of toys prepared for 21 families that had signed up
in November for Christmas toys and gave out quite a few more to our members that for some reason did not
make the early sign-up. Anyone that wanted a toy did not go away empty handed. We also were able to give
out 56 beautiful, warm and snuggly Sherpa throws to many in attendance. We were able to purchase the
blankets from the food bank with the donation made by "The Muffin Man" Thaddeus Pinckney. Our members
were surprised and thankful for this unexpected gift.
I'll share with you that the food pantry and the free lunch made their television debut on PBS 12/2/2018. The
program "Do You Know The Muffin Man?" on Channel 51. You will be able to see us in action if you can
access the program. (If you have not seen the video that Thaddeus Pinckney did for the Free Lunch and Food
Pantry, please let Pastor David, June Parker, Nancy Marsh or Joyce Royal know and we can e-mail it to you.
What a great opportunity to have “The Muffin Man” do this video for us. Thaddeus was the speaker at our joint
Pot Luck Dinner with Bleecker UMC.)
As always, I want to thank our student, Jake and his mom and dad, who also come. They bag all the animal
food and help with any other needed task. Their help is much appreciated. It really makes Dorothy's job much
more doable. Our muscle this month was provided by Steve Wood, Joe Scarpa, my son Drew and husband Ron
(that's the pick-up and transporting food to the pantry). Mary and Anne broke down all the cardboard and it was
all ready to be picked up and carted away by Ron on Monday after the pantry. I just wanted to mention these
tasks as they are but a few that make this mission a success. We want everyone in the congregation to know
how much we appreciate the donations of money and support that make this program possible. Without those
we would fail. Each one of you, through your help with this mission, has brightened the Christmases of those in
our community and shown that at North Main Street United Methodist Church "Love Grows Here."
Happy Holidays, June Parker

WICS
The women had their annual Christmas party at the Holiday Inn on Tuesday, December 11th. Eighteen people
enjoyed visiting and relaxing. Pastor David started the meal with a blessing. We all had lunch and some of us
even got dessert! Thank you to Joyce for enlightening us about holiday traditions in other lands. Christmas
cards were signed and sent to three members now residing in nursing homes. It was decided that the money we
have raised through parties, bake sales and nut and candy sales be divided between the James A. Brennan
humane society, the regional animal shelter, Mountain Valley Hospice, Haven of Hope, Domestic Abuse House
and NMSUMC fuel fund. Checks have been sent to these places. Haven of Hope is also getting a basketful of
donated items. Thank you to all who have donated to any of these activities.

FREE LUNCH
Thanks to a grant and the trustees - the new kitchen floor is in! It looks great.
On Monday, December 17th, we had our annual Christmas party. Thank you to everyone who stepped in to help
prepare, serve and clean up. As usual, it started out as barely controlled chaos, but came together and went off
practically perfectly. We served punch, ham, turkey and roast beef with lots of side dishes and Christmas
cookies for dessert. Almost 80 people enjoyed themselves. Santa and Mrs. Claus gave out toys and gifts, Mavis
played Christmas music on the piano and four different organizations came to help with healthcare, addiction
recovery, insurance and nutrition info for everyone. This is always a very festive, happy event.

LAY MINISTRY AT NORTH MAIN
11 new people took the Safe Sanctuary Training on December 16, 2018. Certified Trainer, Joyce Royal,
conducted the class with the help of Pastor David due to the weather delaying Arlene Schmidt who was
scheduled to help with the training, as a second person is always needed to teach this class. The Minimum
Standards have been established by the Upper New York Annual Conference for all ministries. They are
mandatory. They are not inspirational, but set minimum standards to protect children, youth, and vulnerable
adults from abuse and exploitation. Without exception, these standards apply to all local churches/charges,
district and annual conference ministries, and those who serve within. North Main Street UMC now has 10
members trained. If you still need training, a new class will be held on May 18, 2019, at Jonesville UMC. A
new course is being developed in Elder Care as a result of evaluations from these classes indicated that
vulnerable adults need protection also. This class will be conducted at Jonesville
the same day.

FUND RAISING TEAM
Save the date – February 16th – Annual Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast,
Don’t forget to volunteer. Please let Joyce or Pastor David know if you are
willing to help. This is always a great event.
Joyce Royal

Sometimes you have to forget what’s gone, appreciate what remains and look forward to what’s coming
next!

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Joe Benton, Jr .
John Pickard
Dorothy Holly
Madeline Miles

January 1
January 6
January 12
January 17

Dianne Sanford
Sheila McDonald
Shirley Mormile
Robert Mabie

January 18
January 18
January 21
January 23

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Vrenda Marshall
Elaine Pickard
Nancy Morey
Lorie Bode

February 4
February 4
February 11
February 14

Art Miles
Nancy Estes
Louise Robbins

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Barbara and Jobe Croston

February 11, 1950

February 21
February 21
February 26
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The newsletter may be accessed on-line at NMSUMC/org/newsletter

